
   

 

The Link July-August 2026 
News and information covering Swalcliffe and Tadmarton 

The Link is Sponsored by 
 

Tadmarton Village Hall                Horticultural Society                                                 
Tadmarton Church                      Swalcliffe Church                                                         
Tadmarton Parish Council           Swalcliffe Parish Council                                               

Christopher Dean & Co                                                                                       

 Goodbye Fritz, our wirehaired dachshund. For such a tiny dog, he was the  
biggest character in Swalcliffe! He will be missed not only by us humans, 

but by his Swalcliffe 4 legged squad. 
 

RIP Fritz 13.4.2022 - 8.6.2026 
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Swalcliffe & Tadmarton HorƟcultural Society 
 

Following the success of our very popular plant sale & delicious coffee/teas/cake, there 
was a well-aƩended visit to the fantasƟc Claridges Barn in Chipping Norton. 

 

Future Events 
 

Thurs 2nd July, visit to Chivel Farm, Heythrop 2 – 5pm 
 

This visit is for members and invited guests only.  
 

Thurs 8th October – AGM with cheese and wine 7 – 9pm 
Tadmarton Village Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can join our friendly group for only £10 for the whole year. 
 

For more details of the 2026 events and how to join the Society, please see the web-
site: hƩps://thehorƟ.co.uk 

 

Spring Show Winners 
 

Children’s secƟon results: 
 

Age 5 & under - 1st – Hollie Cook 
Age 10 & under - 1st Hollie Cook 

Joint 2nd – Eli & Ezra Davis 
 

    

                                        
 
 

 
 

 
 
Come and join us for the Tadmarton Annual MacMillan 

Coffee Morning. It will be held in Tadmarton Village Hall 
on Saturday 3rd of October. 10am—12pm. 
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Editor 
Karen Riordan 

Tel: 07850403958 

Advertising Manager  
Jenny Bell 

Tel: 07932791723 

The Link  

Advertising Rates 2026  
 

The Link is issued bi-monthly and will be published in 2026 as follows:  
September/October, November/December 

 
The price for 1 year (6 issues rolling into 2027): 

 

¨ Full page £75 
¨ 1/2 page £45 
¨ 1/4 page £25 

 
The Link is delivered to over 360 homes in Tadmarton, Swalcliffe and 

The Highlands. We’d love to help promote your business! 
 

The next issue will cover events and news happening in September/
October 

The deadline for any copy is August 13th 
 

Article & Advertising deadlines 
 

What’s Going On in our villages? 
Whatever the event - maybe a ‘Save the Date’ for later in the year, 

don’t forget to include it in The Link 
 

To advertise your event or have features/stories published in the next  
issue of the Link that will cover September & October please email your 

copy across by  
 

THURSDAY 13th AUGUST 
 

tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 
 

Distribution Manager 
Maggie Irwin 

Tel: 07831280635 

The Link can also be accessed on line at: 
 

Swalcliffe Village Website: www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk 
Tadmarton Village Website: www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 
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Editor’s bit 
 

Change — I’m all for it. In villages like ours, it’s practically a lifeline. It 
keeps things ticking, keeps us evolving, and frankly, keeps our    
wonderfully ancient houses from giving up the ghost. Someone once 
told me — she lived in a very old home herself — that she saw her 
role not as an owner, but as a custodian. Caring for the place until the 
next people arrived, ready to add their own chapter and breathe in 
new life. I’ve always thought that was rather lovely. 

Some changes, though… well, they’re less poetic. Technology, for 
instance. The software I’ve used for years to create The Link is being 
retired, and I must say, that particular “progress” feels more like a 
door slamming than one opening. I’m already hunting for a            
Windowsÿfriendly alternative so our newsletter can continue without 
too much fuss. And while I do genuinely enjoy putting The Link       
together, if there’s a budding Editor out there with the right   
software and a few spare hours every other month, do feel free 
to email or ring me. Fresh hands are always welcome. 

Now, the best kind of change — the weather. As I pull this issue     
together, we’re basking in another glorious stretch of sunshine. 
Wouldn’t it be marvellous if every day were sunny and every evening 
conveniently rainy? I’d vote for that in a heartbeat. And with the 
school summer holidays fast approaching, I suspect many parents 
would too. 

Whatever your plans this summer, enjoy them, stay safe, and we’ll 
catch up again in the autumn. 
 

 Kareƍ Riordaƍ 
Editor 

 

Email:  
tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

 
Foot note:  This issue is the lightest issue we have produced. The Link 
is divided by pages of 4, so if we are 2 or 3 short, we potentially lose 
more articles than we would want. If there are any feature suggestions 
please do email us! Obviously all dependant on us finding a suitable  
software package that doesn’t take an age to pull together! 
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LINK Financial Statement as at 1st June 2026 
1/01/2025 - 01/06/2026 

         
   2025  2026    
B/f      B/f     
Current 
Account 2589.09    1884.96     
    2589.09    1884.96   
RECEIPTS   1709.25    638   

Advertisers 984.25    473     
Sponsors 625 165  165     
AD Hoc* 100          
             
Sub   4298.34    2522.96   

PAYMENTS   2413.38    616.95   

Printer*** 2334    592     
Bank 
Charges 9.98    24.95     

Sundries** 69.4          
             
Year End   1884.96    1906.01   
         

*    Santander Bank compensation for errors in handover from previous    
     editor/treasurer 
**  Easter egg prizes x2 in 2025 & Quality Street boxes as a ‘thank you’   
      to distributors Christmas 2025 
*** In attempting a colour version for January 2026, our previous printer      
     had several 3rd party errors. We agreed to pay towards his costs as  
     he had been printing The Link for 8 years. Subsequently The Link  
     was then sent to another printer more local with the ability to give us  
     the quality and turnaround time we want. We have been with KallKwik  
     Banbury since then. 
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WELCOME TO TADMARTON  

 
If you have recently moved into Tadmarton, or if you know 

someone who is a new arrival. Please contact  
Tim Turner on 01295 780764  

He will be delighted to call with one of the “Welcome to  
Tadmarton” leaflets. 

Codeword July - August 2026 

Solution: Page 30 
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Charging the House 
“On occasion, I am expected to ‘charge the House’, which sounds thrillingly 
martial but in practice involves reading things aloud and announcing         
amendments. I simply declare matters with an air of authority, and everyone  
politely pretends this is essential work.” 
Making the Formal Report 
“I then ‘report’ back to the House, a task requiring the formidable skill of       
repeating what everyone already knows. It is, I assure you, the most elegant form 
of echoing ever performed.” 
Voting 
“I may vote, of course, though I am denied a casting vote, a dreadful oversight, 
as I am certain my opinion would resolve every matter instantly. Still, I cast my 
vote with the serene confidence of a man who will not be personally affected by 
the outcome.” 
Self‑Regulation 
“The House is ‘self‑regulating’, meaning we are all responsible for following the 
rules. Naturally, I interpret this as ensuring others follow the rules while I       
supervise from a comfortable distance.” 
Chairing Business 
“The Lord Speaker presides over the chamber, though curiously cannot tell    
anyone what to do. A marvellous arrangement, one gets the chair, the robes, and 
the prestige, but none of the awkwardness of actually managing people. 
 
Hoorah we are approaching periodic adjournment and my work here will be 
done! 
 

TTFN 

Lord Whispermere of Tadmarton & Swalcliffe 

                 Greetings, my most colourful village friends and            
neighbours! 

I had fully intended to write today with triumphant news of my 
latest romantic conquest, a matter of great public interest, I’m 
sure, but alas, fate (and the blasted Parliamentary summons) has 
intervened. 
 

I have been called upon to perform my duties in “The House”.    
A ghastly inconvenience, particularly during such a glorious       
summer. One does try to avoid these things, but apparently even a 
man of my standing must occasionally waft through Westminster 
to remind them I still exist. 
 

Thus, my summer, temporarily, I assure you, has been consumed 
by the following so‑called “responsibilities”, each more tedious 
than the last, yet all performed with my trademark dignity,        
reluctance, and minimal physical exertion. 
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Sparkling Clean Homes, Every Time 
 

Serving Tadmarton and Swalcliffe 
 

Rory Thompson 
 

Professional Domestic Cleaning Service 
      Reliable and Trustworthy 

· Fully Insured 
· 4 years of housekeeping experience 

· References available 
 

             Call 07903 675812 
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NEIL MEGSON 

 

Electrical Services 
 

Tel: 01295 263665  
Mobile 07887 653842 

Email: meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions, Re-Wires-New Builds. 
 

For All of Your Domestic Electrical Requirements. 
 

FREE ESTIMATES  
 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 
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St Nicholas Church  

TADMARTON 
 

OUR BEAUTIFUL CHURCH 
MADE IT ONTO A YOUTUBE                   

PROGRAMME. 
CHECK IT OUT on YOUTUBE: 

Exploring Tadmarton 
Just beyond the Cotswolds 

St. Nicholas, Tadmarton, 
Church Services 

July 
 
Sunday 5th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Epwell (ES) 
Sunday 12th 11.00am Holy Communion (GE) 
Sunday 19th  11.00am Holy Communion (ES) 
Sunday 26th 11.00am  Village Service (ES) 
 
August 
 
Sunday 2nd 10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Shutford (ES) 
Sunday 9th 11.00am  Holy Communion (ES) 
Sunday 16th  11.00am Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 23rd  11.00am  Village Service (ES) 
Sunday 30th  11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
 

Sundays  (ZOOM) at 11.00am From Tadmarton 
 

   Meeting ID: 831 2824 7821 
 

Passcode: 305275 
   

Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church 10.00 am HC 
 
Rector: The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott (ES) 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
The Rev’d. David Pym  (DP) 
The Rev’d Glyn Evans  (GE) 
The Rev’d Brian Fairbank (BF) 
The Rev'd Graeme Arthur  (GA) 
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News from St Nicholas Church                                                              
Tadmarton 

On Sunday 31st May Lindsey and Rolf Smith held a garden party at their 
home. Tea and cakes were on offer and fellowship in the lovely garden. 
Rolf was happy to show people his model railway and Lindsey had a stall 
of her cards and gifts. £401.72 was raised and £104 pounds was raised 
from Lindsey’s gifts and cards. Half of the money went to Katherine House 
and half to the church. Well done Lindsey and Rolf. 

The church sponsors a girl from Rwanda called Chartine. She is twelve 
years old and we sponsor her through the charity Compassion. This helps 
with her education, vocational training, medical care and learning about 
faith in her local church. She writes to us regularly always starting her 
letter with Dear Mr Chris, she talks about her family, her school and her 
church. We love hearing from her and wish her well in all she does. 

Emily is holding a garden party at the rectory on Saturday 29th August. It 
is a bring and share lunch 12-30 -3.30pm. This is to celebrate the 30th    
anniversary of the Wykeham Benefice. 

Lynn Deacon 1945-2026 Lynn and David lived in Tadmarton for many 
years and brought up their three children Sarah, Suzanne and Andrew here. 
Lynn trained as a nurse and it was always an integral part of her life caring 
for others. She started the Senior Citizens lunch club and was an active 
member of the PCC especially doing the job of Church Neighbourhood 
watch and was an active fundraiser for the church. They moved to East 
Farndon fifteen years ago where they were huge church and village       
supporters. Lynn died on 26th April after suffering from osteoporosis for 
many years. She had a great send off at her funeral at St John the Baptist 
church. Lynn will be very much missed by us all. 

Tadmarton Parish Councillors 
 
Chair  Tim Turner                   Cllr.Tim.Turner@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk       
01295 780764     
Parish Clerk  Christine Coles  clerk@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk                  
01295 276229          
Jane Fitzpatrick                       Cllr.Jane.Fitzpartick@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk  
01295 780451                                                
Paul Doust                Cllr.Paul.Doust@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk 
Barbara Hall              Cllr.Barbara.Hall@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk.
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St Peter & St Paul Swalcliffe 
 

Swalcliffe church is open all day, everyday and 

is a beautiful quiet place for prayer and worship. 

We are a friendly and welcoming village church 

family and have a service every Sunday.  

Come and join us!  

Services at Swalcliffe Church 
 

Sunday 12th July – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Emily Robottom 
Scott) 

Sunday 19th July – 6.00pm Evensong (The Rev’d Emily Robottom Scott) 

Sunday 26th July – 9.30am Holy Communion (The Rev’d Brian Fairbank) 

Sunday 9th August – 9.30am Holy Communion                                              
(The Rev’d Emily Robottom Scott) 

Sunday 16th August – 6.00pn Evensong (The Rev’d Emily Robottom Scott) 

Sunday 23rd August – 9.30am Holy Communion                                             
(The Rev’d Canon John Tattersall) 

 
In addition there will be Benefice Eucharist services at 10.30am on Sunday 

5th July at Epwell and on Sunday 2nd August at Shutford. 

 
Swalcliffe Parish Councillors   

Chair:   
Steve Gandy              steve.gandy@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk            07860 397420      
Vice Chair :                      
Martin Collett            martin.collett@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Clerk:  
Christine Coles          christine.coles@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk      01295 276229       
Ken Hodkinson          ken.hodkinson@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk     07535 701632         
Victoria Taylor       victoria.taylor@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk      01295 780206      
Stephen Warrington  stephen.warrington@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk  
Nicola Borkmann      nicola.borkmann@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk.  
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Regular Clubs & Activities at  Tadmarton Village Hall 

 
Tai Chi - Monday at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm (in blocks of 6) 
Line Dancing - Monday at 7:00 pm to 8:15 pm (PAYG Donations)  
Coffee Morning - Tuesday at 10:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Folk Dancing - Tuesday at 7:45 pm to 9:45 pm (Termly) P25 
Pilates - Wednesday 10:00 am to 11:00 am (Termly) 
Chair Exercise - Thursday 10:00 am to 10:45 am  (PAYG Donations) P23 
Seniors Luncheon Club - 4th Friday of the month 12:30 pm to 14:00 pm P26 
Kids and Caffeine  - Saturday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm (Booking Required) P27 
Film Club - Last Saturday of the Month 7:00 pm (Nov -Mar) 7:30 pm (Apr- 
Oct) 
Craft in Company - 2nd Sunday of the month 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm P11 

Green Dragon Martial Arts - Tuesday 6:15 pm to 7:15 pm, Friday 7:00 pm to 8:00 
pm and Sunday 10:00 am to 11:00 am   
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Tadmarton Allotments – plot available 
Despite some of the weather challenges, fruit, vegetables and pollinator 

friendly plants are growing well at the allotments.  We have only 1 plot re-
maining and there is still time to grow some food/flowers– and get other al-

lotment holders experience and excess crops!  
The plot is available now to Taddy & Swalcliffe residents.  

No experience necessary.  Please contact Christine Coles, Parish Clerk,  
01295 276229 or clerk@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk Tadmarton Parish Council. 
National Allotments week takes place in August with a theme of Grow to 

Learn. There is a great website with more information:  

Swalcliffe & Tadmarton Horticultural Society 

Following the success of our very popular plant sale & delicious coffee/teas/
cake, there was a well-attended visit to the fantastic Claridges Barn in Chip-
ping Norton. 

Future Events 

Thurs 2nd July, visit to Chivel Farm, Heythrop 2 – 5pm                                  
This visit is for members and invited guests only. 

Thurs 8th October – AGM with cheese and wine 7 – 9pm                          
Tadmarton Village Hall 
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PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 

For all those odd-jobs 
needed around the home. 

 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

 

No job too small 
 

A friendly & reliable service 
 at reasonable prices. 

 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
 

Email:                                
paullester3655@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage &            
Shed Clearances 

 
 
 

 
Annette Thomas 

 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
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Pilates in Sibford 

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 
 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

Bespoke One to One and Duet    Studio 
Sessions, 
            Training on specialised  
            Pilates Equipment; 
            Reformers, Chairs, Barrels             
        and Cadillac. 
Small group Mat work classes,              
incorporating small equipment         
       

For all levels from beginners to    
advanced  

  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
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CHAIR EXERCISE 
 

THURSDAYS 10AM to 10.45AM 
 

At Tadmarton Village Hall 
 

For those who struggle with mobility but would still like to 
exercise, this is the class for you. Sessions are free of charge, 

but if you are able to make a donation of £2.50, that would be much appreciated. 
 
Chair fitness is a type of physical activity that involves using a chair to exercise while 
seated. It can be a low impact, gentle and challenging workout that can help  
improve strength, mobility and fitness levels. Chair fitness can be beneficial for people 
with mobility or balance issues, chronic pain, or recovering from injury. 
 

Chair fitness can include exercises such as: 
 

Aerobic: To improve heart health 
Strength based: To build muscle 

Yoga Inspired: To stretch the body 
 

Some benefits of Chair Exercise include: 
 

· Improving joint function  /  Keeping joints active and lubricated 
· Reducing pain  & the risk of falls  / Increasing blood flow       
· Making everyday tasks and activities feel easier & more comfortable 

Get moving and keep mobile from a seated position. The is also an option to stand.  
Also suitable for some wheelchair bound people 

Contact Mery on 07794 950664 
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 Ever wished for a Mary Poppins Miracle: 
Look no further! 
 

When life seems to be overwhelming with a 
long list of things to do, your helping hand is 
just on your doorstep. 
 

From decluttering your office, to looking after 
your animals, doing your shopping, or driving 
you to an appointment, building that flatpack 
or spring cleaning your kitchen. The list is 
endless 
 

I am highly versatile and price the job, not the 
hours.  That way you will know where you 
stand right from the start. 

Don’t see the service you need, give me a call or send me an email.  
Until you ask you don’t know, you will be pleasantly surprised.. 

 
  01295-780451            07794-950664            merypopsin@gmail.com 
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Senior Luncheon Club 
 

Tadmarton Village Hall 
From 12 noon Lunch at 12.30pm 

 

Want a change from eating alone, find cooking a chore? Come and join other 
seniors for a great lunch whilst having a  natter and not having to worry about 

the washing up. 
 

Don’t Drive? We have some volunteers who might be able to pick you up and 
take you back home. (limited spaces, booking required). 

 
Dates for 2026, 4th Friday of the month; 

 
24th July and 28th August 

£7 for a Two Course Lunch with Coffee 

Interested? Give Shirley a call on: 07922 842352 
 

      Email: shirleywackrill@btinternet.com 
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Linda Morse 

 
Garment and Curtain  

Alterations 
 

Curtains and Blinds made to 
measure 

 
Collection and Delivery by 

arrangement 
 

Telephone: 
 

01295 720930 /  
07746 669230  

The Stags Head Pub 
Dominoes Team 

 
Is looking for new players! 

We play on Thursday nights  

Next season:                            
September 2026 until           

March 2027. 

Not played before, not a            
problem, we’ll train you! 

If interested please contact: 

The Stags Head:01295 788660                                         
or                                           

Mike Stanley: 01295 780729 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
 

Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 
 

ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.        01295-788104 
 
ART CASSES 
Nigel Fletcher                              07792 657248    
   

BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.        01295-721845  
Pilates at Sibford with Madeleine                    01295-780279 
Serenity Skin Studio                                 07891 220275 
Sharna Yoga Classes                           07706 521739 
 

CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
CJ Lamb  Crockery and cutlery hire                   07377 435777 
 

CLEANING SERVICES  
Rory Thompson                              07903 675812 
 

DOG WALKING 
Mery-pops-in                                                                              07794 950664 
 

ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work                   01295-263665 
Mark O’Sullivan Electrician/Installer                07986 152217 
 

GARDEN SERVICES             
Golf Course Gardens                                                                  07867 560958 
Walsh Driveways & Landscaping            01295 525046 / 07913 278071 
Rycote Garden Machinery                       07507 489367 
 
GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made        01295 720930 
 

HANDY WOMAN 
Mery-pops-in                                                                              07794 950664 
 

HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                  01295 780242 
 

IT 
Dan                                     01295 788766 
 

OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury         01295 277789 
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Directory continued …… 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR            
NH Decorating—Nick                            07717 155771  
PR Handyman services help with your home            01295 722490 
Mery-pops-in                                                                           07794 950664 
 

PET SITTING SERVICE  
Mery- pops- in                                  07794 950664 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                 01295 368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                     07540 850491 
 

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational           01295-781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                 01295-780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism             01295-780302        
 

STOVES/WOODBURNERS 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre                    01295253916 
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