
   

 

The Link September/October - 2026 
News and information covering Swalcliffe and Tadmarton 

 

Scaley Slimy Friends  
 

The intense heat we have 
been experiencing in the 
UK is seeing a growth in 

snake sightings. As  
temperatures rise snakes 
are becoming more active 
and venturing out of their 

usual habitats.  

These pictures were sent in by Stuart Ralph of Swalcliffe and shows a 
3ft grass snake that they discovered in their garden pond in July. A 
beautiful reptile confirming even Swalcliffe is a haven for unusual  
diverse flora and fauna.  
 

And the Frog, well thankfully, that was in a different location - 
otherwise he may not have posed so happily for Chris Dean of 
Tadamrton to take the shot in his pond! 
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Editor 
Karen Riordan 

Tel: 07850403958 

Advertising Manager  
Jenny Bell 

Tel: 07932791723 

The Link  

Advertising Rates 2026  
 

The Link is issued bi-monthly and will be published in 2026 as follows:  
September/October, November/December 

 
The price for 1 year (6 issues rolling into 2027): 

 

¨ Full page £75 
¨ 1/2 page £45 
¨ 1/4 page £25 

 
The Link is delivered to over 360 homes in Tadmarton, Swalcliffe and 

The Highlands. We’d love to help promote your business! 
 

The next issue will cover events and news happening in September/
October 

The deadline for any copy is Monday 19th October 
 

Article & Advertising deadlines 
 

What’s Going On in our villages? 
Whatever the event - maybe a ‘Save the Date’ for later in the year –

dare we say it CHRISTMAS is just around the corner!  
Make sure to advertise it in The Link 

 

To advertise your event or have features/stories published in the next  
issue of the Link that will cover November & December please email 

your copy across by  
 

MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER 
 

tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

Distribution Manager 
Maggie Irwin 

Tel: 07831280635 

The Link can also be accessed on line at: 
 

Swalcliffe Village Website: www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk 
Tadmarton Village Website: www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk 
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Pistols at Dawn 
Tadmarton v Swalcliffe  Inter Village Clay Shoot 

 

 
Your village needs you! 

 
 

This now annual event will be held on Saturday 17 October 2026 at the Ox-
fordshire Shooting Ground, Enstone.  Meet at 10.00am to start shooting at 

10.30am 
 

You do not need a great deal of experience, this is just an enjoyable event. 
 

Only the top 5 guns from each side will count so you cannot let the side 
down. You have to live in either village for your scores to count (I am sure 

there will be some negotiation about this) but anyone can shoot for fun. 
 

Please contact the following if you want to shoot 
(Taddy) Chris Dean 788104 (07946270032) deanivy@aol.com 

 

(Swalcliffe) Martin Bell 780129 or Ben Benson  07970838304 

Tadmarton Parish Councillors 
 
Chair  Tim Turner                   Cllr.Tim.Turner@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk       
01295 780764     
Parish Clerk  Christine Coles  clerk@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk                  
01295 276229          
Jane Fitzpatrick                       Cllr.Jane.Fitzpartick@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk  
01295 780451                                                
Paul Doust                Cllr.Paul.Doust@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk 
Barbara Hall              Cllr.Barbara.Hall@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk.
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Editor’s bit 

 

Packed issue this time round, so that cuts my bit short.  
Unfortunately I’ve had to bump off Lord Whispermere too - much  

to his annoyance and your loss. His summer literally has been like a series of 
Jilly Coopers ‘Rivals’! I’m sure I can win him round for the next issue! See you 

in November! 
 

 Kareƍ Riordaƍ 
Editor 

 

Email:  
tadmartonandswalcliffelink@gmail.com 

Tadmarton Parish Council 
Parish Councillor Vacancy 

Could you make a difference in our community?                                                                                                       
 

There are currently two Parish Council vacancies and the Parish Council is  
inviting applications from residents who are passionate about helping to shape the 

future of our local area. 
 

As a Parish Councilor, you will: 

Represent the views and interests of local residents. 

Help make decisions on matters affecting the parish. 

Work with fellow councilors to improve local services and facilities. 

Play an active role in supporting and enhancing our community. 
 

No previous experience is necessary - training and support will be provided.         
All that is needed is an interest in your community, a willingness to listen, and a 
commitment to making a positive contribution.  To be eligible, you must: 

Be at least 18 years of age. 

Be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen, or a citizen of the         
Republic of Ireland or another qualifying country. 

Meet the legal qualifications for serving as a parish councilor. 

The Parish Council meets regularly throughout the year, every six weeks on a 
Monday night in the village hall, and Councilors are expected to attend meetings 

and participate in council business.    

If you would like to find out more or express your interest, please contact 
the Parish Clerk:  

clerk@tadmarton-pc.gov.uk 
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Swalcliffe & Tadmarton HorƟcultural Society 

 
There was a well-aƩended visit to beauƟful Chivel Farm in July.  

 

Future Events 
 

Thurs 8th October – AGM for members with cheese and wine 7.30 – 9.30pm. 
We do hope as many people aƩend as possible. 

Tadmarton Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thurs Nov 12th November – aŌer the weather this year, a very Ɵmely talk by  
Jo Worthy from Haven4Wildlife on ‘Plants for a Changing World.’ 

Tadmarton Village Hall 2 – 5pm.  Followed by a cream tea. 
Visitors welcome by arrangement £3 per person. Please use the website to  

contact us.  
 

Our final event of the year is on Thurs December 10th, Tadmarton Village 
Hall,  

7 – 9pm. 
The speaker is Andrew Baxter who will be talking about ‘The Tea Gardens of 

Edge Hill.’ 
Visitors welcome as above.  

 

Spring show 2027 
 

The date is now confirmed as Sunday 4th April 2027. 
The photography classes are as follows: Photo of a sporƟng scene; A lazy 

Sunday aŌernoon; Wild water; Wildlife in the garden. Get snapping! 
 

It’s not too late to join our friendly group for only £10 for the whole year. 
 

For more details, please see the website: hƩps://thehorƟ.co.uk 
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Codeword September - October 2026 

Solution: Page 33 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us for the Tadmarton Annual MacMillan  
Coffee Morning. It will be held in Tadmarton Village Hall on 

Saturday 3rd of October. 10am—12pm. 
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Sparkling Clean Homes, Every Time 
 

Serving Tadmarton and Swalcliffe 
 

Rory Thompson 
 

Professional Domestic Cleaning Service 
      Reliable and Trustworthy 

· Fully Insured 
· 4 years of housekeeping experience 

· References available 
 

             Call 07903 675812 
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News from Tadmarton Village 
 
We are now fully into summer and although the heat is more  
welcome than rain spare a thought for the farmers who are  
trying to produce food for our tables in drought conditions.   
Added to this there is the constant threat of crop fires. 
 
On a slightly mundane note we had the church  
roof repaired and the roofer noticed a nasty  
split in one of the corner pinnacles.  We have  
had to rope off the area below in case it falls  
and hits anyone.  I have been a bit nervous  
in the recent high winds!  We are currently  
awaiting a report from the architects on how  
this can be repaired or replaced. 
 
We have recently waved goodbye to Jim and  
Joyce Millar who have moved up North to be  
nearer to family.  Jim used to play the bagpipes  
on Remembrance Sunday and read the lessons  
and prayers beautifully on numerous Sundays.  
We will miss him although he does join us  
via Zoom some Sundays  
 
Interestingly the church is normally a cool haven in hot weather 
but with the long succession of hot weather the heat has been 
soaked up by the stone and worked through to the inside.  Now 
when you walk  
in it feels warmer than outside!. 
 
Chris Dean deanivy@aol.com 

 
WELCOME TO TADMARTON  

 
If you have recently moved into Tadmarton, or if you know 

someone who is a new arrival. Please contact  
Tim Turner on 01295 780764  

He will be delighted to call with one of the “Welcome to  
Tadmarton” leaflets. 



15  

 

News from St Nicholas Church                                                              
Tadmarton 

We hope you are managing to keep cool and healthy during this exceptional-
ly hot summer. I never thought that we would be wanting rain but we really 
do need it. 

We are looking forward to welcoming those taking part in the Ride and 
Stride and hope that the weather is a little cooler for them. 

Our Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 11th October at 6pm followed 
by the Harvest Supper in the village hall. Please do come and join us to give 
thanks for the food we have and those who grow or produce it and then enjoy 
the fellowship          afterwards. Louise Hillman is coordinating. 

We are also holding a Songs of Praise Service at 6.00pm on 25th October 
and we are asking anyone who wants to choose a favorite hymn and Maggie 
our talented organist will play it.  It would also be nice if you could say why 
you chose it.  Please send requests to Emily or  Chris Dean dean-
ivy@aol.com 
 
Dates for your diary.. Sunday 13th December St Nicholas Sunday. Toy ser-
vice (please start to look out unwanted toys that are in good condition.) 

Tuesday 16th December. Traditional Carol Service 

 

In Memoriam Service 
 

On Sunday 1st November there will be an In Memoriam service at St Mary, 
Broughton at 6pm. This service is an opportunity for people across the           
Wykeham Benefice to come together and remember their loved ones who have 
died. If you are unable to attend and/or would like the name(s) of your loved 
ones to be read out at the service in Broughton, there will be an opportunity to 
come to Tadmarton and Swalcliffe churches in the morning on Saturday 31st 
October to light a candle and write their name down. You would be most      
welcome indeed.  
 
Revd Emily R-Scott 
Rector of the Wykeham Benefice in the Oxford Diocese 
 
Rev.emily@wykehambenefice.org.uk 
Emily’s day off is a Friday 
 
https://wykehambenefice.org.uk/ 



16  

 

St Nicholas Church  

TADMARTON 
 

OUR BEAUTIFUL CHURCH 
MADE IT ONTO A YOUTUBE                   

PROGRAMME. 
CHECK IT OUT on YOUTUBE: 

Exploring Tadmarton 
Just beyond the Cotswolds 

 St. Nicholas, Tadmarton,       
Church Services 

 
September 
 
Sunday 6th  10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Sibford (ES) 
Sunday 13th 11.00am Holy Communion (ES) 
Sunday 20th  11.00am Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 27th  11.00am  Village Service (JT) 
 
October 
 
Sunday 4th 10.30am  Benefice Eucharist at Swalcliffe (ES) 
Sunday 11th  6.00pm  Harvest Festival (ES) followed by supper 
Sunday 18th  11.00am  Holy Communion (JT) 
Sunday 25th  6.00pm  Songs of Praise (ES) 
 
 
Sundays  (ZOOM) at 11.00am  from Tadmarton and any extra  
 Easter Services 
                            Meeting ID: 851 3086 9357 

     Passcode: 305275 
   
 
Tuesdays in Tadmarton Church 10.00AM HC 
 
Rector: The Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott (ES) 
 
The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT) Tel: 01295 780283 
The Rev’d. David Pym  (DP) 
The Rev’d Glyn Evans  (GE) 
The Rev’d Brian Fairbank (BF) 
The Rev'd Graeme Arthur  (GA  
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St Peter & St Paul Swalcliffe 
 

Swalcliffe church is open all day, everyday and 

is a beautiful quiet place for prayer and worship. 

We are a friendly and welcoming village church 

family and have a service every Sunday.  

Come and join us!  

Services at Swalcliffe Church 

 

Swalcliffe Parish Councillors   
Chair:   
Steve Gandy              steve.gandy@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk            07860 397420      
Vice Chair :                      
Martin Collett            martin.collett@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Clerk:  
Christine Coles          christine.coles@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk      01295 276229       
Ken Hodkinson          ken.hodkinson@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk     07535 701632         
Victoria Taylor       victoria.taylor@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk      01295 780206      
Stephen Warrington  stephen.warrington@swalcliffe-pc.gov.uk  

Sunday 13th September – 9.30am Holy Communion (Rev’d Canon John Tattersall) 

Sunday 20th September – 6.00pm Harvest Festival (Rev’d Canon John Tattersall) 

Sunday 27th September – 9.30am Holy Communion (Rev’d Emily Robottom-
Scott) 

Sunday 4th October – 10.30am Benefice Eucharist (Rev’d Emily Robottom-Scott) 

Sunday 11th October – 9.30am Holy Communion (Rev’d Canon John Tattersall) 

Sunday 18th October – 6.00pm BCP Evensong (Rev’d Canon John Tattersall) 

Sunday 25th October – 9.30am Holy Communion (Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans) 

In addition, there will be a Benefice Eucharist at Sibford at 10.30am on Sunday 
6th September. And don’t forget our Harvest Supper in the Village Hall from 

6.30pm on the evening of  17th October – tickets available on                         
https://www.swalcliffe.org/events/. 
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TADMARTON 250 CLUB WINNERS 
 

April 2026 
23 – Tessa Clarke £20 
21 – Gwen Phipps £15 

239 – Chris Jackson £10 
44 – Dorothy Bull £10 

128 – Meredith Schenk £5 
76 – Sue Wilson £5 May 2026 

176 – Graham Warren £15 
219 – Louise Hillman £10 
162 – Stuart Saunders £5 

208 – Meredith Schenk £5 

June 2026 
24 – A Clarke £30 
59 – Gill Judd £20 

149 – David Morse £15 
145 – Meredith Schenk £10 

45 – Bernadette Key £10 
55 – Ian Turvey £10 

234 – Andrea Moodie £5 
180 – Edith Mooney £5 
10 – Julie Lingwood £5 

July 2026 
83 – Stephen Thomas £15 

108 – Lyn Flowers £10 
31 – Greg Fehler £5 

207 – Angela Hadfield £5 

MARCH 2026 
100 – Sue Gibb £15  

78 – Marion Youngman £10  
136 – Chris Dean £5  

59 – Peter Jackson £5  

 

 Regular Clubs & Activities at  
Tadmarton Village Hall 

T’ai Chi Chih - every Monday at 3pm to 4.15pm                      
Line Dancing - every Monday at 7pm to 8.15pm                         
Tuesday Coffee Morning - every Tuesday at 10.30am                   
Folk Dancing - every Tuesday 7.45pm to 9.45pm (Termly) 
commencing 8th September                                                                 
Pilates - Wednesdays (Termly) 10am to 11am                                                 
Chair Exercise - Thursdays 10am to 10.45am                              
Seniors Lunch Club - fourth Friday of the month 12.30pm        
Kids & Caffeine - Saturdays 10am to 12 noon                      
Green Dragon Martial Arts - every Tuesday 6.15pm to 
7.15pm,  Friday 7pm to 8pm and Sunday 10am to 11am                     
Film Club - last Saturday of the month at 7.00pm (Nov-
Mar) 7.30pm (Apr-Oct)                                                              
Craft in Company - 2nd Sunday of the month 2pm to 4pm  
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PR HANDYMAN 
 SERVICES 

 

For all those odd-jobs 
needed around the home. 

 

Erecting shelves, curtain rails 
to building flat pack furniture. 
All aspects of DIY undertaken. 

 

No job too small 
 

A friendly & reliable service 
 at reasonable prices. 

 

Please call Paul on  
01295 722490, or 

07796300238 
 

Email:                                
paullester3655@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Also undertaken 
Loft, Garage &            
Shed Clearances 

 
 
 

 
Annette Thomas 

 

Freelance Hair &  
Beauty Consultant 

 

Est 1992 
Salon Based 

Free Consultation 
 

01295 721845 
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Pilates in Sibford 

Madeleine Wilson M.Sc. 
 

  ON-LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE  
SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS  

 

Master Mat & Studio Teacher Offers: 
 

Bespoke One to One and Duet Studio 
Sessions, 

Training on specialised Pilates  
Equipment; 

      Reformers, Chairs, Barrels              
and Cadillac. 

Small group Mat work classes,                   
         incorporating small equipment     

           
For all levels from beginners to    

advanced  
  
T: 01295 780279  
Mobile: 07905 953300 
www.pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
E: madeleine@pilatesinsibford.co.uk 
 

 
 

Would you like to place 
an advert in this space? 

 
Contact Jenny Bell: 

 
tadmartonandswalcliflink@gmail.com 

 
or 
 

Tel: 07932 791723 
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 Ever wished for a Mary Poppins Miracle: 
Look no further! 
 

When life seems to be overwhelming with a 
long list of things to do, your helping hand is 
just on your doorstep. 
 

From decluttering your office, to looking after 
your animals, doing your shopping, or driving 
you to an appointment, building that flatpack 
or spring cleaning your kitchen. The list is 
endless 
 

I am highly versatile and price the job, not the 
hours.  That way you will know where you 
stand right from the start. 

Don’t see the service you need, give me a call or send me an email.  
Until you ask you don’t know, you will be pleasantly surprised.. 

 
  01295-780451            07794-950664            merypopsin@gmail.com 
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CHAIR EXERCISE 
 

THURSDAYS 10AM to 10.45AM 
 

At Tadmarton Village Hall 
 

For those who struggle with mobility but would still like to 
exercise, this is the class for you. Sessions are free of charge, 

but if you are able to make a donation of £2.50, that would be much appreciated. 
 
Chair fitness is a type of physical activity that involves using a chair to exercise while 
seated. It can be a low impact, gentle and challenging workout that can help  
improve strength, mobility and fitness levels. Chair fitness can be beneficial for people 
with mobility or balance issues, chronic pain, or recovering from injury. 
 

Chair fitness can include exercises such as: 
 

Aerobic: To improve heart health 
Strength based: To build muscle 

Yoga Inspired: To stretch the body 
 

Some benefits of Chair Exercise include: 
 

· Improving joint function  /  Keeping joints active and lubricated 
· Reducing pain  & the risk of falls  / Increasing blood flow       
· Making everyday tasks and activities feel easier & more comfortable 

Get moving and keep mobile from a seated position. The is also an option to stand.  
Also suitable for some wheelchair bound people 

Contact Mery on 07794 950664 
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Senior Luncheon Club 
 

Tadmarton Village Hall 
From 12 noon Lunch at 12.30pm 

 

Want a change from eating alone, find cooking a chore? Come and join other 
seniors for a great lunch whilst having a  natter and not having to worry about 

the washing up. 
 

Don’t Drive? We have some volunteers who might be able to pick you up and 
take you back home. (limited spaces, booking required). 

 
Dates for 2026, 4th Friday of the month; 

 
25th September and 30th October 

£7 for a Two Course Lunch with Coffee 

Interested? Give Shirley a call on: 07922 842352 
 

      Email: shirleywackrill@btinternet.com 
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Linda Morse 

 
Garment and Curtain  

Alterations 
 

Curtains and Blinds made to 
measure 

 
Collection and Delivery by 

arrangement 
 

Telephone: 
 

01295 720930 /  
07746 669230  

 

 
NEIL MEGSON 

 

Electrical Services 
 

Tel: 01295 263665  
Mobile 07887 653842 

Email: meggers1@btinternet.com  
 

Light-Sockets-Extensions, Re-Wires-New Builds. 
 

For All of Your Domestic Electrical Requirements. 
 

FREE ESTIMATES  
 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL SERVICES 
 

Also Open to Non Advertisers  £10.00 per annum. 
 

ACCOUNTANT 
Christopher Dean & Co.  Tax advice VAT, Year End.        01295-788104 
 
ART CASSES 
Nigel Fletcher                              07792 657248    
   

BEAUTY AND WELLBEING 
Annette Thomas. Hair & Beauty in your own home.        01295-721845  
Pilates at Sibford with Madeleine                    01295-780279 
Serenity Skin Studio                                 07891 220275 
Sharna Yoga Classes                           07706 521739 
 

CATERING and FOOD SUPPLIES  
CJ Lamb  Crockery and cutlery hire                   07377 435777 
 

CLEANING SERVICES  
Rory Thompson                              07903 675812 
 

DOG WALKING 
Mery-pops-in                                                                              07794 950664 
 

ELECTRICAL 
Neil Megson. All electrical work                   01295-263665 
Mark O’Sullivan Electrician/Installer                07986 152217 
 

GARDEN SERVICES             
Golf Course Gardens                                                                  07867 560958 
Walsh Driveways & Landscaping            01295 525046 / 07913 278071 
Rycote Garden Machinery                       07507 489367 
 
GARMENT ALTERATIONS AND CURTAINS MADE 
Linda Morse—garments, curtains and blinds made        01295 720930 
 

HANDY WOMAN 
Mery-pops-in                                                                              07794 950664 
 

HOLIDAY LETS 
Linda Lane—Cottage in Cornwall                  01295 780242 
 
 

OVEN CLEANING 
Cookerburra Oven Cleaning Services  –  Banbury         01295 277789 
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Directory continued …… 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR            
NH Decorating—Nick                            07717 155771  
PR Handyman services help with your home            01295 722490 
Mery-pops-in                                                                           07794 950664 
 

PET SITTING SERVICE  
Mery- pops- in                                  07794 950664 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
PLT Plumbing all domestic plumbing                 01295 368150  
Adam Lawrence , ADROX                     07540 850491 
 

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION 
Sibford School. Independent co-educational           01295-781203 
Sibford Gower Endowed Primary                 01295-780270 
Swalcliffe Park School for Boys with Autism             01295-780302        
 

STOVES/WOODBURNERS 
Iron and Wood. Wood Burning stove centre                    01295253916 
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